Background: BNP plays an important homeostatic role and its gene expression is increased by cardiac stress. The prohormone of BNP, proBNP1-108, is processed to the biologically active BNP1-32 and the inactive NTproBNP1-76. Genetic variation has been implicated in reduced proBNP1-108 processing in some hypertensive African Americans. Importantly, a specific assay for proBNP1-108 has been developed allowing better characterization of circulating molecular forms of BNP, especially since conventional assays for BNP crossreact with proBNP1-108. We hypothesized that Caucasian and Hispanic hypertensive adults would differ in their circulating BNP forms.
